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Gateway/American Lung Association Grant Application Request 
 

 

ABOUT US 

Gateway for Cancer Research (Gateway) is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization committed to funding innovative 
cancer research. Thanks to generous underwriting, 99 cents of every dollar Gateway receives directly funds 
Phase I and Phase II treatment-based investigator initiated clinical trials treating cancer.  Since 1991, Gateway 
has supported more than 195 clinical trials and funded over $95 million in breakthrough cancer research.  
 
The American Lung Association (ALA) pioneered the model of education, advocacy and research to address 
public health issues. For more than a century, the American Lung Association has advanced medical and 
scientific research to improve the quality of life for lung disease patients and their families through our 
groundbreaking research. The Association’s LUNG FORCE unites individuals and their loved ones across the 
country to stand together for lung health and against lung cancer, the number one cancer killer in the U.S. In 
support of that effort, we continue to support trailblazing research, novel ideas, and innovative approaches with 
the hope of eliminating lung cancer and improving early diagnostic methods for those at risk. 
 
 

PURPOSE 

Gateway is partnering with ALA to fund innovative lung cancer clinical trials.  We are looking for applications 
focused on one of the following topics.  

(1) Early detection diagnostics  

(2) Metastatic disease 

 
Focus Areas 
We advance our mission by funding only Phase I and II patient-centered clinical trials focusing on the following 
priority research areas: 

 Biomarkers/Molecular Markers (genomic or proteomic) 
 Early diagnosis and/or Evaluation of Pulmonary Nodules 

 Gene Therapy 
 Histology Agnostic/Basket Trial 
 Immunotherapy 
 Targeted Therapies 

 
Our focus is on the following therapeutic areas: 

 New Investigational Therapies 
 Novel Use or Approach 
 Precision Medicine  
 Integrative Medicine  
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Non-fundable Areas 
Gateway does not fund any of the following:  

 Basic laboratory research 
 Pre-clinical animal research 
 Device testing studies 
 Retrospective, translational, or non-interventional studies 
 Educational studies 
 Comparative effectiveness research (CER) studies 
 Dose-ranging pharmacokinetics that do not include clinical efficacy measures 

 
Correlative studies using human bio specimens may be considered if: 

 It directly leads to or supports the clinical trial in the grant application. 
 It is used to interrogate the tissues of patients within the clinical trial of the grant application, to understand 

actual patient response or toxicities experienced to inform future work. 
 
 
FUNDING AVAILABLE  

Gateway and ALA will provide a grant up to $800,000 in funding for direct costs of the research. Please submit 
your LOI through our grant management system here: https://gatewaycr.smapply.org/ (select American Lung 
Association Program). You can contact Research@GatewayCR.org to receive instructions on how to access 
our grant management system or for any other questions. At the time of application and throughout the award, 
an applicant must be employed by a U.S. institution. 
 
Once awarded, in order to facilitate start-up, Gateway provides 20% of the Grant as seed money at the 
beginning of the trial. Gateway then uses a “pay-per-patient” method for grant payments based upon patient 
enrollment in the study and semi-annual reporting. A final payment of $20,000 is held until the final report is 
submitted to Gateway.  
 
 
KEY DATES 

RFA opens:    July 1 

LOIs due:      July 26 

Notification LOI was advanced:     August 12 

Full grant applications due:   September 16 

Notification of award:    November 7 

Grant Term:      Three to Five Years 

 

ELIGIBILITY 

Applications may be submitted by entities that engage in cancer research including: 

• Higher Education Institutions 

• University Medical Centers  

• Nonprofits Other Than Institutions of Higher Education 

• Government Organizations (may include medical centers and hospitals that have access to resources 

and infrastructure to support a research project) 

 
The sponsoring organization must have a track record in scientific leadership, collaboration, and demonstrate 
depth and breadth in its research. The organization must assure support for the proposed research project. 
Appropriate institutional commitment to the program includes the provision of adequate staff, facilities, and 
resources that can contribute to the planning process and implementation of the project. The sponsoring 
organization must assure to provide protected time to the Principal Investigator. 
 

https://gatewaycr.smapply.org/
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Principal Investigators (PIs) 

• Must have a doctoral degree (including MD, PhD, MD/PhD, DO, DC, ND, DDS, DVM, ScD, DNS, 

PharmD, or equivalent doctoral degree) in the biomedical sciences.  

• Must be a full-time employee of the sponsoring institution. 

• Has individual experience serving as PI, Co-PI or collaborator on human research protocols. 

• Has demonstrated ability to carry out the responsibilities of PI, including administrative management of 

protocols. 

• Physicians must have a valid, active medical license in the country where the research will be 

conducted at the time of application and during the entire period of the grant. 

• Be able to commit sufficient time and effort to assure successful progress of the clinical trial (applies 

to total research, not just the proposed project) during the award period.  

• Only one application per Lead PI will be accepted for this ALA/Gateway Grant, although individuals 

may serve as a co-PI or contribute to more than one application. 

• Postdoctoral or clinical research fellows or the equivalent who are working under the auspices of a 

scientific mentor are not eligible to apply.  

 
Members of the Project Team 

• Gateway funded trials must involve patient advocates: Investigators are required to consult with 

patient representatives and advocates to gather and incorporate their input into the trial design.  

• The Team should include a statistician. 

• Other collaborators and partners are encouraged. 

 

Peer Review of Applications 

Applications are peer-reviewed by Gateway’s Research and Grant Committee which is comprised of MDs 
PhDs and patient advocates. 
 
Award Process 

Gateway’s Research and Grants Committee will make recommendations to the Gateway Board of Directors 
(BOD) in partnership with the ALA for the final approval of the Grant. If selected for a grant, the successful 
applicant will be notified by November 7. 

 
 


